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October 31, 1994

94-288
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
LEATHERS NAMED ACTING DEAN

CHARLESTON -- Ron Leathers of Charleston, a long-time faculty member
and administrator in Eastern Illinois University's College of Education and Professional Studies, has been named acting dean of the college, effective Feb. 16.
Leathers will replace Charles Joley, who is retiring as dean after 24 years at
the university,
A search for a permanent replacement for Joley will begin immediately to
have that person in place by next fall.
Provost and Viqe President for Academic Affairs Barbara Hill said, "I have
every confidence that Mr. Leathers' long association with this university and
demonstrated competence with enable him to do an excellent job."
Robert Augu?tine, chair of the acting dean search committee, commented,
"Ron Leathers has a 29-year history of outstanding contributions to Eastern Illinois
University. Ron

al~o

has

exten~ive

experience with Illinois State Board of Education

and National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education accreditations. Ron's
knowledge of the college and accreditation processes reflect the exceptional
-more-
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expertise he will bring to the position of acting dean of the College of Education
and Professional Studies. I am delighted that he has accepted the position."
Leathers' responsibilities will include providing leadership for the nine
department chairs and 150 faculty in the college and maintaining continuity during
the transition period.
He said, "It is a privilege and a pleasure for me to serve as the acting dean
through what promises to be a busy and productive transition period for our
college. We have accreditation reports to finish, several programmatic initiatives
which must move forward and i!Tlportant budgetary issues which require constant,
responsible attention. I appreciate my colleagues' vote of confidence in supporting ·
me for the position."
·Leathers came to Eastern in 1965 as an assistant professor of English and in
1975 was named director of Pre-Student Teaching Clinical Experiences. In 1980,
he became assistant dean and director of the Center for Educational Studies. He
earned a bachelor's degree in English from Eastern in 1960, master's in English
from Indiana State University in 1965 and completed two years of advanced
graduate study in curriculum and instruction at Indiana State University.
As assistant dean, Leath.ers has dealt with administrative reports, personnel
and budgetary issues and faculty and staff concerns. He has been instrumental in
assuring that the college's teacher education programs continue to meet rigid
standards established by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Educa-more-
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tion (NCATE) and the Illinois Teacher Certification Board and that they are among
the best in the country.
For 16 years, Leathers has been editor of the Eastern Education Journal, a
publication of the College of Education and Professional Studies containing articles
by professional educators on contemporary issues in education.
He has given presentations and workshops on teacher education at local,
state and national levels and is active in professional organizations, including the
Illinois Association of Colleges for Teacher Education.
In 1991, he was selected Eastern's "Boss of the Year" from hundreds of
supervisors across campus.
Leathers and- his- wife Sue, owner/manager of Dale Bayles in Charleston,
. have two

child~en:

Rhonda Dively, assistant professor of English at Southern
.,i

Illinois University-Carbondale; and Lee, a captain in the U.S. Army, stationed at
Fort Knox, Ky. Both are Eastern graduates .
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